[Acute retinal necrosis: a report of 19 cases].
To improve the diagnose and treatment capacity on acute retinal necrosis (ARN). Retrospectively analyse the manifestation, examination, diagnose, treatment and prognosis of the 19 cases with ARN in our Ophthalmic Center from January, 1996 to November, 2003. Nineteen cases had inflammation in anterior segment, vitritis, necrotizing retinitis and retinal vasculitis, except one patient. After treatment, visual acuity had been improved in 11 eyes (45.8%). Final visual acuity were lower than 0.05 in 11 eyes. Signs were controlled in 21 eyes(87.5%). The diagnose of ARN should be mainly based on clinical manifestation. Early and sufficient treatment with antiviral agents, corticosteroid and prophylactic laser photocoagulation, sometimes vitrectomy are the key point to control the disease.